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The Power of Solar

Powering Performance
Solar will help you cut your costs in  
a truly sustainable way by providing  
you with a daily source of onsite  
energy generation  

Powering Resilience
When paired with onsite Storage,  
Solar decreases your reliance on grid 
energy and allows you to cut the  
risk of disruption to your operations 
from short-term outages, ensuring  
your business is ‘always on’

Powering the Future
Solar can help drive sustainability  
and unlock opportunities to optimize 
your energy, turning it from a cost to a 
potential revenue stream

Centrica Business Solutions Solar power in action

2



Solar power can save 
your business money 
every day.

A mortgage lender is using 
Solar energy to offset 56% of 
their energy usage from the 
grid – reducing their energy 
costs by 69%.

69% 

89% 
A luxury car dealer combined 
Solar with our Commercial LED 
lighting technology to offset 
61% their energy usage – the 
electricity generated from their 
Solar system reduces their 
energy costs by 89%.%.
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Harnessing power 
from the sun 
What if you could significantly cut the costs of 
your electricity by generating your own onsite?  
A 100% renewable energy solution is right  
above our heads.



Solar power enables you to generate your own electricity  
by converting the power of the sun into electricity. This 
power can be used directly onsite to deliver a reliable, 
efficient source of energy at a predictable rate – or stored  
for later use when combined with a Storage solution, 
lowering energy costs during peak times.

It is 100% sustainable, reliable, and cost-effective – ideal 
for businesses that want to reduce both energy costs and 
carbon emissions.

What is Solar power?

Zero cost  
electricity generation1 Reduced operating 

expenses2 
Decreased CO2 
emissions 3 
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A Solar photovoltaic (PV) system absorbs sunlight  
and converts it into energy to power your business.  
Solar panels are mounted on the roof of a building, 
on a carport, or on the ground. They are then  
oriented and pitched to capture sunlight and  
maximize production. 

Solar panels work by absorbing sunlight and converting it into electricity.  
Inside each panel are PV cells made up of layers of silicon. When sunlight 
particles, or photons, hit the surface of the PV cells, an electric current is 
formed. Inverters connected to the panels convert the DC electricity made  
by the panels into the same useful AC electricity provided by the grid.

How Solar converts sunshine into power

How Solar works

1. Solar panels 
Photovoltaic (PV) cells convert 
sunlight into DC electricity

4. Electrical panel 
Receives the AC electricity to be used  
to power your business needs

2. Inverters 
Inverters convert DC electricity  
into AC electricity – the type of 
electricity your business uses

5. Utility meter 
Measures your energy use. The meter  
spins in reverse when your system  
generates more power than what you 
immediately need
 

3. Storage 
AC electricity is stored onsite  
for  later use, like during  peak 
times when  demand charges  
are  their highest

6. Utility grid 
Excess energy is returned to the utility  
grid, which compensates you for this  
excess power
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What can a Solar system  
do for your business?

Create revenue
•   Unlock value from a roof, parking lot, or land
•   Sell excess Solar energy back to the utility grid
•   Monetize your energy
•   Solar power can be used as part of a more  
     comprehensive energy strategy

 
Meet sustainability goals
•  Solar power is a 100% renewable energy source 
•   Solar panels produce energy without creating
     CO2 or pollutants as traditional energy sources do
•   Making your own power is good financially and 
     the right thing to do socially
•   Solar panels are visible and constant reminders  
     of your environmental commitment

Give you reassurance 
• Maximum return on investment 
• End-to-end solution management
• High-quality Tier 1 equipment
• 10-year workmanship warranty
• 10-year production guarantee
• Dedicated customer care
• Active monitoring

Lower electricity costs 
•  Generate your own electricity onsite
•   Reduce reliance on more expensive grid energy
•   Shield your business from unpredictable  
     grid electricity prices
•   Lock in predictable electricity rates with  
     dependable, efficient Solar energy
•   Lower operating costs

Deliver a reliable energy source
•   Solar technology is better than ever
•   The sun rises every day, providing a consistent  
     source of power, even on cloudy or rainy days
•   When combined with a Storage solution, Solar 
     stores excess electricity onsite and uses it when 
     electricity costs are at their highest
•   Forecast energy spend and operating costs

Offer an economic option
•   Solar is more affordable than ever before
•   Flexible financing options are available,  
     some with no capital outlay needed
•   Federal, state, and local incentives lower  
     upfront costs
•   Every Solar installation is custom-designed  
     to maximize return on investment

Solar is designed to generate electricity using power 
from the sun, cutting your costs, operating expenses  
and carbon footprint – even providing revenue for your 
business by unlocking value from unused assets like 
your roof or parking lot – and can be paired with Storage 
to provide an onsite asset that can be optimized to  
generate a new revenue stream for your business.
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Helping the environment

Reed Intermediate School in Newtown, CT 
educates and inspires students in the fifth 
and sixth grades to excel. Providing a 
quality education to hundreds of students 
consumes a lot of electricity.

The Newtown Sustainable Energy 
Commission stepped in – having already 
installed Solar on several other town 
facilities, the school project presented an 
opportunity for its biggest installation to 
date. They selected Centrica Business 
Solutions because of their experience and 
ability to provide the most comprehensive 
solution at a competitive price.

43%
REDUCTION 

IN ENERGY COSTS

$1.5M
PROJECTED SAVINGS 

OVER 25 YEARS

The results

Reed Intermediate School’s motivation for 
going Solar focused more on going green 
than the bottom line. However, it is 
benefiting from lower electricity bills while 
doing its part to help the environment. 

Financed through a Power Purchase 
Agreement with the Connecticut Green 
Bank, the building owners could go Solar 
with no upfront costs, delivering 
immediate savings on electricity. Going 
Solar enabled Reed Intermediate School to 
reduce energy consumption and electricity 
costs – savings which can be reinvested in 
educational needs.

Solar in action

Reed Intermediate School 
A win-win for dollars 
and learning

Centrica Business Solutions Solar power in action

7



Energy-efficient power was needed

Embrace Home Loans in Middletown, RI is 
one of America’s fastest-growing mortgage 
lenders. As its office requires over 700,000 
kWh of electricity a year, the firm wanted 
to reduce operating expenses and its 
carbon footprint as part of its “Going 
Green” initiative.

Embrace’s leadership team knows a good 
investment when they see one. They 
selected Centrica Business Solutions to 
install the system because of their 
warranties, guarantees, design capability, 
and customized financing solutions.

69%
REDUCTION 

IN ENERGY COSTS

$1.5M
PROJECTED SAVINGS 

OVER 25 YEARS

The results

Centrica Business Solutions secured a  
state grant for Embrace, which covered 
more than one-third of the system cost. 
Coupled with tax credits and projected 
energy savings, the system yielded a  
three-year ROI. After financing the 
purchase of the system via the C-PACE 
loan, Embrace now utilizes the energy 
savings to repay the loan, making Solar a 
sensible financial choice.

This effective refinancing of its electric bill 
will facilitate new mechanisms to invest in 
the company.

Solar in action

Embrace Home Loans 
Lowering debt, 
lowering emissions
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The first thing we need to determine is
if Solar is the best option for you.

Is Solar right for your business?

We can help you answer all of the above 
questions during our free evaluation.

Do you use a lot of electricity?

Are you paying a lot for your 
electricity?

Do you have available space on  
your roof, parking lot or land?

Do you own you own or rent  
your building?

Are you looking to meet certain 
sustainability goals?

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 
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Solar monetizes unused space

Rooftop installation
Solar panels are mounted to the available  
Solar-optimal roof space of your facility.

Benefits:
• Monetize your roof and generate onsite  
     Solar power
• A visible testament to sustainability and  
     environmental commitments
•  Generally the least expensive, most 
    straightforward option for going Solar

Ground mount installation
Solar panels are installed in the ground  
either onsite or at another location.

Benefits:
• More versatile than rooftop Solar;  
     installed where conditions are best
• Eliminates any issues with roof angle,  
     orientation, space, and size
• Ideal when your roof is not Solar suitable  
     due to constraints or shading

Carport installation
An overhead canopy is built to cover  
parking areas at your facility.

Benefits:
• Monetize your parking lot and generate  
     onsite Solar power
• Value-add for your business, providing  
     shelter for vehicles and employees
• Install a complete energy solution with  
     LED lighting and car chargers

A detailed analysis of your site viability measures 
the available Solar resource at your facility to  
produce a system design that maximizes both 
your available space for Solar and energy  
production based on your site’s available sunlight. 
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Developing a bankable Solar solution
Solar power is an investment that can provide  
reliable, clean power to your site for decades,  
so it’s important that your Solar solution is  
professionally designed and engineered to  
your business needs to maximize returns.

System components should be 
comprised of best-quality Tier 1 
equipment – guaranteed to perform

1 

System production and installation 
workmanship should be guaranteed 
for 10 years to maximize performance

2 

Systems should be monitored and 
issues immediately addressed by a 
dedicated team of experts  

3 
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Want to know more?
Solar power is generating savings across all types of industry.  
Find out how we can help you power new levels of performance today.
centricabusinesssolutions.com

© 2018 Centrica plc. 194 S Wood Ave #200, Iselin, NJ 08830 SL-2018-3-US-EN 

Combining our extensive experience developing rooftop, 
ground mount, and carport Solar projects with our flexible  
financing options, our experienced team can provide the 
right Solar solution for your business. Our track record speaks 
for itself, and our industry-leading workmanship warranties 
and production guarantees assure your return on investment.

Energy expertise
As a global leading energy company,  
providing efficient, cost-effective solutions 
to businesses of all sizes and sectors, we 
are perfectly positioned to deliver a  
bankable Solar solution for your business.

End-to-end management
We will help you maximize savings and  
efficiencies and provide you with tailored 
service that delivers the very best in  
everything – from designing your system 
to optimize energy production, to your 
system installation using high-quality Tier 
1 equipment, to the customer service after 
your system has been turned on.

Worry-free investment
We provide industry-leading workmanship 
warranties and production guarantees and 
have the financial stability to stand behind 
these promises. We will be with you through 
the 25+ year life of your Solar system,  
ensuring you are happy with your decision.

Experience and track record
Our knowledgeable and experienced team 
of engineers and project managers has an 
accomplished track record in the Solar  
industry and has developed hundreds of  
Solar projects. We are prepared to help you 
find the best Solar solution for your business.   

Why choose Solar from 
Centrica Business Solutions?
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